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Novel, Fiction: Robinson Crusoe
Writer: Daniel Defoe (1660 — 1731)

RObI nson Crusoe (Also known as: “The Life and Strange Surprizing Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, of York, Mariner: Who Lived Eight and Twenty Years, All Alone in an Un-
inhabited Island on the Coast of America, Near the Mouth of the Great River of Oroonoque; Having Been Cast on Shore by Shipwreck, Wherein All the Men Perished but Himself. With

an Account how he was at last as Strangely Deliver'd by Pyrates. Written by Himsetf.”) 1S NOVel by Daniel Defoe, first published in London in
1719. Defoe’s first long work of fiction, it introduced two of the most-enduring characters in English
literature: Robinson Crusoe and Friday. Robinson Crusoe, one of the best-known characters in world
literature, a fictional English seaman who is shipwrecked on an island for 28 years. The
eponymous/titular hero of Daniel Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe (1719-22), he is a self-reliant man
who uses his practical intelligence and resourcefulness to survive on the uninhabited island.

About Poet/ Writer

Daniel Defoe was an English writer, trader, journalist, pamphleteer and spy. He is most famous for
his novel Robinson Crusoe, published in 1719, which is claimed to be second only to the Bible in its
number of translations. He has been seen as one of the earliest proponents of the English novel, and
helped to popularise the form in Britain with others such as Aphra Behn and Samuel Richardson.
Defoe wrote many political tracts, was often in trouble with the authorities, and spent a period in
prison. Intellectuals and political leaders paid attention to his fresh ideas and sometimes consulted
him.

Defoe was a prolific and versatile writer, producing more than three hundred works—books,
pamphlets, and journals—on diverse topics, including politics, crime, religion, marriage, psychology
and the supernatural. He was also a pioneer of business journalism and economic journalism.

Themes

The history of the book can be seen through the four main themes of the novel progress, self-
reliance, civilization, and Christianity. At the center of Robinson Crusoe is a tension between
society and individuality. The narrator sets the story up to be a moral allegory about pride,
ambition, and lack of reverence for the will of God.

Tone, Mood, and Emotion

Crusoe's tone is mostly detached, meticulous, and objective. He displays little rhetorical grandeur
and few poetic or colorful turns of phrase. He generally avoids dramatic storytelling, preferring an
inventory like approach to the facts as they unfold. In line with the novel's literary realism and
Defoe's journalistic style, the tone for the most part remains open, honest, and direct. The tone of
Defoe's Robinson Crusoe is grounded and scientific, so much so that it is credited as one of early
pioneers of realism. His tone shifts from that of being bitter to making the best of his situation
through faith. This sets the tone for the story to be presented as factual, while it is in of itself truly
fiction.

Settings

Since Robinson Crusoe follows the travels of Robinson Crusoe, it moves through multiple settings,
including Africa, Brazil, and the Atlantic Ocean. However, for a good part of the novel, Robinson is
trapped on a remote island in the Atlantic, and this setting is considered the most iconic of the
novel.
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York, England; then London; then Sallee, North Africa; then Brazil; then a deserted island off
Trinidad; then England; then Lisbon; then overland from Spain toward England; then England; and
finally, the island again

Background

The story has been thought to be based on the life of Alexander Selkirk, a Scottish castaway who
lived for four years on a Pacific Island called "Mas a Tierra" (now part of Chile) which was renamed
Robinson Crusoe Island in 1966.

Characters

Robinson Crusoe: The narrator of the novel who gets shipwrecked.

Friday: A native Caribbean whom Crusoe saves from cannibalism, and subsequently named "Friday".
He becomes a servant and friend to Crusoe.

Xury: Servant to Crusoe after they escape slavery from the Captain of the Rover together. He is later
given to the Portuguese Sea Captain as an indentured servant.

The Widow: Friend to Crusoe who looks over his assets while he is away.

Portuguese Sea Captain: Rescues Crusoe after he escapes from slavery. Later helps him with his
money and plantation.

The Spaniard: A man rescued by Crusoe and Friday from the cannibals who later helps them escape
the island.

Friday's father: rescued by Crusoe and Friday at the same time as the Spaniard.

Robinson Crusoe's father: A merchant named Kreutznaer.

Captain of the Rover: Moorish pirate of Sallee who captures and enslaves Crusoe.

Traitorous crew members: members of a mutinied (rebelled) ship who appear towards the end of
novel.

The Savages: Cannibals that come to Crusoe's Island and who represent a threat to Crusoe's
religious and moral convictions as well as his own safety.

Summary

Robinson Crusoe is an Englishman from the town of York in the seventeenth century, the youngest
son of a merchant of German origin. Encouraged by his father to study law, Crusoe expresses his
wish to go to sea instead. His family is against Crusoe going out to sea, and his father explains that it
is better to seek a modest, secure life for oneself. Initially, Robinson is committed to obeying his
father, but he eventually succumbs to temptation and embarks on a ship bound for London with a
friend. When a storm causes the near deaths of Crusoe and his friend, the friend is dissuaded from
sea travel, but Crusoe still goes on to set himself up as merchant on a ship leaving London. This trip
is financially successful, and Crusoe plans another, leaving his early profits in the care of a friendly
widow. The second voyage does not prove as fortunate: the ship is seized by Moorish pirates, and
Crusoe is enslaved to a potentate in the North African town of Sallee. While on a fishing expedition,
he and a slave boy break free and sail down the African coast. A kindly Portuguese captain picks
them up, buys the slave boy from Crusoe, and takes Crusoe to Brazil. In Brazil, Crusoe establishes
himself as a plantation owner and soon becomes successful. Eager for slave labor and its economic
advantages, he embarks on a slave-gathering expedition to West Africa but ends up shipwrecked off
of the coast of Trinidad.



Crusoe soon learns he is the sole survivor of the expedition and seeks shelter and food for himself.
He returns to the wreck’s remains twelve times to salvage guns, powder, food, and other items.
Onshore, he finds goats he can graze for meat and builds himself a shelter. He erects a cross that he
inscribes with the date of his arrival, September 1, 1659, and makes a notch every day in order never
to lose track of time. He also keeps a journal of his household activities, noting his attempts to make
candles, his lucky discovery of sprouting grain, and his construction of a cellar, among other events.
In June 1660, he falls ill and hallucinates that an angel visits, warning him to repent. Drinking
tobacco-steeped rum, Crusoe experiences a religious illumination and realizes that God has
delivered him from his earlier sins. After recovering, Crusoe makes a survey of the area and
discovers he is on an island. He finds a pleasant valley abounding in grapes, where he builds a shady
retreat. Crusoe begins to feel more optimistic about being on the island, describing himself as its
“king.” He trains a pet parrot, takes a goat as a pet, and develops skills in basket weaving, bread
making, and pottery. He cuts down an enormous cedar tree and builds a huge canoe from its trunk,
but he discovers that he cannot move it to the sea. After building a smaller boat, he rows around the
island but nearly perishes when swept away by a powerful current. Reaching shore, he hears his
parrot calling his name and is thankful for being saved once again. He spends several years in peace.

One day Crusoe is shocked to discover a man’s footprint on the beach. He first assumes the footprint
is the devil’s, then decides it must belong to one of the cannibals said to live in the region. Terrified,
he arms himself and remains on the lookout for cannibals. He also builds an underground cellar in
which to herd his goats at night and devises a way to cook underground. One evening he hears
gunshots, and the next day he is able to see a ship wrecked on his coast. It is empty when he arrives
on the scene to investigate. Crusoe once again thanks Providence for having been saved. Soon
afterward, Crusoe discovers that the shore has been strewn with human carnage, apparently the
remains of a cannibal feast. He is alarmed and continues to be vigilant. Later Crusoe catches sight of
thirty cannibals heading for shore with their victims. One of the victims is killed. Another one,
waiting to be slaughtered, suddenly breaks free and runs toward Crusoe’s dwelling. Crusoe protects
him, killing one of the pursuers and injuring the other, whom the victim finally kills. Well-armed,
Crusoe defeats most of the cannibals onshore. The victim vows total submission to Crusoe in
gratitude for his liberation. Crusoe names him Friday, to commemorate the day on which his life was
saved, and takes him as his servant.

Finding Friday cheerful and intelligent, Crusoe teaches him some English words and some
elementary Christian concepts. Friday, in turn, explains that the cannibals are divided into distinct
nations and that they only eat their enemies. Friday also informs Crusoe that the cannibals saved the
men from the shipwreck Crusoe witnessed earlier, and that those men, Spaniards, are living nearby.
Friday expresses a longing to return to his people, and Crusoe is upset at the prospect of losing
Friday. Crusoe then entertains the idea of making contact with the Spaniards, and Friday admits that
he would rather die than lose Crusoe. The two build a boat to visit the cannibals’ land together.
Before they have a chance to leave, they are surprised by the arrival of twenty-one cannibals in
canoes. The cannibals are holding three victims, one of whom is in European dress. Friday and
Crusoe kill most of the cannibals and release the European, a Spaniard. Friday is overjoyed to
discover that another of the rescued victims is his father. The four men return to Crusoe’s dwelling
for food and rest. Crusoe prepares to welcome them into his community permanently. He sends
Friday’s father and the Spaniard out in a canoe to explore the nearby land.

Eight days later, the sight of an approaching English ship alarms Friday. Crusoe is suspicious. Friday
and Crusoe watch as eleven men take three captives onshore in a boat. Nine of the men explore the
land, leaving two to guard the captives. Friday and Crusoe overpower these men and release the
captives, one of whom is the captain of the ship, which has been taken in a mutiny. Shouting to the
remaining mutineers from different points, Friday and Crusoe confuse and tire the men by making
them run from place to place. Eventually they confront the mutineers, telling them that all may
escape with their lives except the ringleader. The men surrender. Crusoe and the captain pretend



that the island is an imperial territory and that the governor has spared their lives in order to send
them all to England to face justice. Keeping five men as hostages, Crusoe sends the other men out to
seize the ship. When the ship is brought in, Crusoe nearly faints.

On December 19, 1686, Crusoe boards the ship to return to England. There, he finds his family is
deceased except for two sisters. His widow friend has kept Crusoe’s money safe, and after traveling
to Lisbon, Crusoe learns from the Portuguese captain that his plantations in Brazil have been highly
profitable. He arranges to sell his Brazilian lands. Wary of sea travel, Crusoe attempts to return to
England by land but is threatened by bad weather and wild animals in northern Spain. Finally arriving
back in England, Crusoe receives word that the sale of his plantations has been completed and that
he has made a considerable fortune. After donating a portion to the widow and his sisters, Crusoe is
restless and considers returning to Brazil, but he is dissuaded by the thought that he would have to
become Catholic. He marries, and his wife dies. Crusoe finally departs for the East Indies as a trader
in 1694. He revisits his island, finding that the Spaniards are governing it well and that it has become
a prosperous colony.

Robinson Crusoe, as a young and impulsive wanderer, defied his parents and went to sea. He was
involved in a series of violent storms at sea and was warned by the captain that he should not be a
seafaring man. Ashamed to go home, Crusoe boarded another ship and returned from a successful
trip to Africa. Taking off again, Crusoe met with bad luck and was taken prisoner in Sallee. His
captors sent Crusoe out to fish, and he used this to his advantage and escaped, along with a slave.

He was rescued by a Portuguese ship and started a new adventure. He landed in Brazil, and, after
some time, he became the owner of a sugar plantation. Hoping to increase his wealth by buying
slaves, he aligned himself with other planters and undertook a trip to Africa in order to bring back a
shipload of slaves. After surviving a storm, Crusoe and the others were shipwrecked. He was thrown
upon shore only to discover that he was the sole survivor of the wreck.

Crusoe made immediate plans for food, and then shelter, to protect himself from wild animals. He
brought as many things as possible from the wrecked ship, things that would be useful later to him.
In addition, he began to develop talents that he had never used in order to provide himself with
necessities. Cut off from the company of men, he began to communicate with God, thus beginning
the first part of his religious conversion. To keep his sanity and to entertain himself, he began a
journal. In the journal, he recorded every task that he performed each day since he had been
marooned.

As time passed, Crusoe became a skilled craftsman, able to construct many useful things, and thus
furnished himself with diverse comforts. He also learned about farming, as a result of some seeds
which he brought with him. An illness prompted some prophetic dreams, and Crusoe began to
reappraise his duty to God. Crusoe explored his island and discovered another part of the island
much richer and more fertile, and he built a summer home there.

One of the first tasks he undertook was to build himself a canoe in case an escape became possible,
but the canoe was too heavy to get to the water. He then constructed a small boat and journeyed
around the island. Crusoe reflected on his earlier, wicked life, disobeying his parents, and wondered
if it might be related to his isolation on this island.

After spending about fifteen years on the island, Crusoe found a man's naked footprint, and he was
sorely beset by apprehensions, which kept him awake many nights. He considered many possibilities
to account for the footprint and he began to take extra precautions against a possible intruder.
Sometime later, Crusoe was horrified to find human bones scattered about the shore, evidently the
remains of a savage feast. He was plagued again with new fears. He explored the nature of
cannibalism and debated his right to interfere with the customs of another race.



Crusoe was cautious for several years, but encountered nothing more to alarm him. He found a cave,
which he used as a storage room, and in December of the same year, he spied cannibals sitting
around a campfire. He did not see them again for quite some time.

Later, Crusoe saw a ship in distress, but everyone was already drowned on the ship and Crusoe
remained companionless. However, he was able to take many provisions from this newly wrecked
ship. Sometime later, cannibals landed on the island and a victim escaped. Crusoe saved his life,
named him Friday, and taught him English. Friday soon became Crusoe's humble and devoted slave.

Crusoe and Friday made plans to leave the island and, accordingly, they built another boat. Crusoe
also undertook Friday's religious education, converting the savage into a Protestant. Their voyage
was postponed due to the return of the savages. This time it was necessary to attack the cannibals in
order to save two prisoners since one was a white man. The white man was a Spaniard and the other
was Friday's father. Later the four of them planned a voyage to the mainland to rescue sixteen
compatriots of the Spaniard. First, however, they built up their food supply to assure enough food
for the extra people. Crusoe and Friday agreed to wait on the island while the Spaniard and Friday's
father brought back the other men.

A week later, they spied a ship but they quickly learned that there had been a mutiny on board. By
devious means, Crusoe and Friday rescued the captain and two other men, and after much
scheming, regained control of the ship. The grateful captain gave Crusoe many gifts and took him
and Friday back to England. Some of the rebel crewmen were left marooned on the island.

Crusoe returned to England and found that in his absence he had become a wealthy man. After
going to Lisbon to handle some of his affairs, Crusoe began an overland journey back to England.
Crusoe and his company encountered many hardships in crossing the mountains, but they finally
arrived safely in England. Crusoe sold his plantation in Brazil for a good price, married, and had three
children. Finally, however, he was persuaded to go on yet another voyage, and he visited his old
island, where there were promises of new adventures to be found in a later account.

Literary Devices
Allegory

The novel is an allegory as it shows Crusoe justifying his actions on moral and religious grounds when
he starts teaching Christianity and the English language to Friday.

Allusion
The novel shows good use of different allusions such as,

e | knew where my Patroon’s Case of Bottles stood, which it was evident by the make were
taken out of some English Prize; and | convey’d them into the Boat while the Moor was on
Shoar, as if they had been there before, for our Master: | convey’d also a great Lump of
Bees-Wax into the Boat, which weighed above half a Hundred Weight, with a Parcel of Twine
or Thread, a Hatchet, a Saw and a Hammer, all which were of great Use to us afterwards;
especially the Wax to make Candles.

e As|lhad been one Voyage to this Coast before, | knew very well that the Islands of the
Canaries, and the Cape de Verd Islands also, lay not far off from the Coast.



The same Day | went on board we set sail, standing away to the Northward upon our own
Coast, with Design to stretch over for the Affrican Coast, when they came about or Degrees
of Northern Latitude, which it seems was the manner of their Course in those Days.

Notion of Jesus Christ being sent to redeem us, and of the Manner of making our Prayers to
God, and his being able to hear us, even into Heaven; he told me one Day, that if our God
could hear us upbeyond the Sun, he must needs be a greater God than their Benamuckee,
who liv'd but a little way off, and yet could not hear, till they went up to the great Mountains
where he dwelt, to speak to him.

The first example shows allusions of navigation and marine life, the second of geographical
locations, the third of geographical jargon, and the last of Biblical tales.

Hyperbole

The novel shows various examples of hyperboles such as,

| expected every Wave would have swallowed us up, and that every time the Ship fell down,
as | thought, in the Trough or Hollow of the Sea.

| got up out of my Cabbin, and look’d out; but such a dismal Sight | never saw: The Sea went
Mountains high, and broke upon us every three or four Minutes.

Then all Hands were called to the Pump. At that very Word my Heart, as | thought, died
within me, and | fell backwards upon the Side of my Bed where | sat, into the Cabbin.

These examples exaggerate things as the wave swallowing up, the sea high as mountains, and the
heart has died.

Imagery

Robinson Crusoe shows the use of imagery as shown in the below examples,

It happen’d one time, that going a fishing in a stark calm Morning, a Fog rose so thick, that
tho” we were not half a League from the Shoar we lost Sight of it; and rowing we knew not
whither or which way, we labour’d all Day and all the next Night, and when the Morning
came, we found we had pull’d off to Sea instead of pulling in for the Shoar; and that we were
at least two Leagues from the Shoar:

However, we got well in again, tho’ with a great deal of Labour, and some Danger; for the
Wind began to blow pretty fresh in the Morning; but particularly we were all very hungry.

The Mouth of this Hollow, was at the Bottom of a great Rock, where by meer accident, (I
would say, if | did not see abundant Reason to ascribe all such Things now to Providence) |
was cutting down some thick Branches of Trees, to make Charcoal; and before | go on, |
must observe the Reason of my making this Charcoal; which was thus.

These two examples show images of color, light, and sight.

Metaphor

Robinson Crusoe shows good use of various metaphors as given in the below examples,



e | cast my Eyes to the stranded Vessel, when the Breach and Froth of the Sea being so big, |
could hardly see it, it lay so far off, and considered, Lord! how was it possible | could get on
Shore?

e My Thoughts were now wholly employ’d about securing myself against either Savages, if any
should appear, or wild Beasts, if any were in the Island.

e How can he sweeten the bitterest Providences, and give us Cause to praise him for
Dungeons and Prisons. What a Table was here spread for me in a Wilderness, where | saw
nothing at first but to perish for Hunger.

These examples show that several things have been compared directly in the novel such as the first
shows his eyes as if they are a net, the second his thoughts as if they are hooks, and the last the
island as if it is a table.

Personification
The novel shows examples of personifications such as,

e The Wave that came upon me again, buried me at once 20 or 30 Foot deep in its own Body;
and | could feel my self-carried with a mighty Force and Swiftness towards the Shore a very
great Way.

e She lay almost where she did at first, but not quite; and was turn’d by the Force of the
Waves and the Winds almost Bottom upward, against a high Ridge of Beachy rough Sand;
but no Water about her as before.

e In my viewing the Sea from that Hill where | stood, | perceiv’'d a strong, and indeed, a most
furious Current, which run to the East, and even came close to the Point; and | took the
more Notice of it, because | saw there might be some Danger; that when | came into it.

These examples show as if the waves, boat, and the sea have the life of their own.

Simile
The novel shows good use of various similes as given in the examples below,

e | added a Wick of some Oakum, | made me a Lamp; and this gave me Light, tho’ not a clear
steady Light like a Candle.

e | made me a Cave just behind my Tent, which serv’d me like a Cellar to my House.

e | went out with my Gun and kill’d two Fowls like Ducks, which were very good Food.

e | had a short Jacket of Goat-Skin, the Skirts coming down to about the middle of my Thighs;
and a Pair of open-knee’d Breeches of the same, the Breeches were made of the Skin of an
old He-goat, whose Hair hung down such a Length on either Side, that like Pantaloons it
reach’d to the middle of my Legs; Stockings and Shoes | had none, but had made me a Pair of
some-things, | scarce know what to call them, like Buskins to flap over my Legs, and lace on
either Side like Spatter-dashes; but of a most barbarous Shape, as indeed were all the rest of
my Cloaths.

These are similes as the use of the word “like” shows the comparison between different things.






